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Iblazed with living victims, whose alleged
crime it was that they had set the city on
fire. They are associated with the martyrdom
of St. Peter and St. Paul, whom the Roman
Church reveres as its founders. They imply,
as St. John does in the Apocalypse, that the
persecuting Emperor was Antichrist In their
triumphant tone we listen to the battle-cry
of centuries, during which Catholicism fought
Its way to victory. The Palatine is a heap
of ruins; St. Peter's Confession draws
pilgrims from the ends of the earth. And so
the Vatican dominates those " seven lordly
Jhills " which Martial celebrates on our title-
page.

All things that seemed fatal to this new
foirth of time favoured it. " The blood
of martyrs," said Tertullian, " became the
seed of the Church." Vespasian and Titus
made Rome the centre of Christian hopes
when they destroyed Jerusalem. When, after
Severus, the West fell into anarchy; when
riches, peace, and learning were more and
more the heritage of countries lying east
of the Adriatic, St. Peter's successor was
gathering strength. St. Cyprian of Carthage**
venerated the Apostolic Chair; we hear
^already the term Pontifex Maximus applied